
Overcoming the 
Challenges of a 
Blue Wrap 
Recycling Program 



Clean blue wrap

• Blue Sterilization Wrap is a 
Polypropylene non-woven fabric that is 
used in the sterilization process of 
surgical instruments for a hospital’s 
operating room. 

 
 



Knowledge and Training 

• As the sterilized surgical instruments are wrapped, the 
staff should be trained to immediately place the blue 
wrap in a clear bag and tie it off. 

• The hospital will be trained on collecting blue wrap 
before the material enters the surgical theater. 

• The tied off bags need to be placed in a bin marked 
specifically for blue wrap. 

• The material can be transported to a containment area 
for sorting. 

 It has to be clear that your expectations are to 
receive clean Blue Wrap; make sure you 
communicate that the accountability falls on 
the hospital and they are responsible for any 
contamination that may occur. 
  



Staff Safety Precautions 

Before the sorting/baling process starts, workers must be equipped 
with proper safety equipment for added precaution. Gloves and 
glasses are recommended. This project is being initialized with 
hospitals in areas that are contamination free, but like any other 
project, you have to prepare your workers with SAFETY and the 
unexpected in mind.  
 



Preventing infectious waste from being 
deposited in recycling bags: 



Strong labeling on containers is 
very important. 



By using the safety steps, it will eliminate 
bio hazardous material from entering the 
clean blue wrap waste stream. 



Gaylord Box 

Bags Weigh 

165 lbs. 

30 bags at 5.5 

lbs. average 

Zeus Skid 

Average Weight 

385 lbs. 

12 bales at 32 

lbs. average 

The Zeus Blue Wrap System™ 
uses the same amount of space, 
but holds more blue wrap.  



• Hospitals often lack space for large vertical balers and/or 
forklifts. 



Small bales are easily 
stacked on skids and 
hauled away by Zeus 
Recycling Solutions. 



Zeus Recycling Solutions has created successful 
programs with many hospitals  across the USA 
that overcome these challenges by using the Zeus 
Bale Blue System™. 
 




